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TO THE 
READER. 


Clan Reader, 
Wa. Lthough the 
J && worth of the 
| SN = F Author,and ſo- 
= lidity of the 
mom matter of this 
book might {ufhciently com- 
mend it ſelf unto thy peruſal, 
yet | fhall add this to its 


Commendation , that *tis 


plain, but profitable, ſhort, 
A 2} Þur 


"0 


THE EPIST LE. . 


but ſound: ſo that I maylay # 
of it 2s Tully did of Brutus $ 
his Laconical Epiſtle, quam .? 
XxX multa, quam paucis! how 
much in a little? Here is a 
great deal of matter in a few  * 
words ; he ſtadyed brevity, 
yer ſolidity, in this ſmall 
piece; bythe reading whereof 

not only the weak may be in- 
ſtructed , but the ſtrong alſo 
eſtabliſh: in the truth, which 

15 the hearty delire of him” 
who ſubſcribes himſelf, 


T bine a the Lord, 


q 
CHRISTOPHER Love. 


| { 
A | 


q 6raag : 


PLATFORM 
of 


Precbycetial Coven, 


Catechiftically and Me- 
rhodically Proponnane. 


* 
ad. > 


_ MED m—_ 


QuE ST, I. 


| Hat Government of the Church 
= & is moſt afreeable to the Word 
of GOD? © 
 " Anſw. The "JONI of the Church 
; by Presbyters or Elders for they have.the «Heb: 13+ 
, role, [a\the Teys (which the very no- hh. _ : 
| tion of them do carry a and authori- * 17 


_— — 
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bf, a,22,22 ty properly {o called [b] J are committed® 
_ 1.13, rorhem[ c], and power to remit and re- 
3,7- « Fain ſins [4], they feed and governthe 


dan flock [e], and are over the people in the 
19 #0 bt n Mn 
a John zo, Lord f ]; they are Guides, = Bi- 
, _ 23 ſhops, Governors, Paſtors; which Titles 
a © . > in Scripture are uſed to expreſle the pow- 
2.8 cr of Civill Magiftrates ['g]: Hence the 
fiThei, 5 Angels, the Elders of the Churches, are 
12 commended for good Diſcipline and re- 


Joſh 12, FEAR 
5 F prehended for bad. [h] 


21. Numb, | 
31.14, Mart. 27. 2, Jud. 8, 14. AQs 23, 14. bþ Rev, 2. 2, 
6, 14, 20, & Rev. 3. 


Quelt. 2. What king of Government 
have Presbyters or Elders over the 
Charch ? 


eAnſw. Not Kingly, Lordly, or Magi- 
j ſerial power , I onely . belongs to 
i x Per. 5, Chriſt[;], but Stewardly and Miniſte- 


2 Cor. 8, | 
3. — riall ,\-4. }. 


Þſal. 2, 6, Cul. 1.18. Eph,z,,2z,-k 1 Cor.q4,t, 2 Cor, 5 
20, Mar, 9. 38. 


\ Queſt. 3. From whom receive they 
their Stevwaraly and Mimſteriall Power? 
| . eA»ſw, From Jeſus Chriſt” /}, they are 
{ Mat. 26. hjs Stewards [ 2 |, his Miniſters and Em- 


I9 & 28 ade . l 
IE,19. 20; baſſa ors [-] having their Office from 


Toh.:o 21, 23, a Cor, 8, 10; m1Cor, 4,1. # 1 Cor, 4.1. 
2'Cor. 5.19, 20, hin: 


Pre ſunterialGovernmont. 3 
him{;&Jand they are toaRiin his nameſ"p}, *Epb 4.8" 


and qu} give accoiint-co'him [ g] (Tn ww f 


: 


a—_ 


mes 6.2 | : 2, 28* 
AQ,720.'28, 29. p Mar.48.-19 1 Cor.5.4;5. q Heb.rz» 
17, 18.,;LUC» 12, 41, 42.) : - j 

Queſt, 4 But. do they not receive their 
Governmng Power and Authority from 


the Church or Body of the People ? 
-- 'Anſw.,No; though they be for the good 
and benefitof the General Viſible Chareh 


and of: particular Churches [7], and ought ; wt wn BY 
to make themſelves: ſervants thereunto , 2 Cor. x3. 
as Jeſiis Chriſt and -his' Apoſtles” ( which 14 
did not-/ receive "their avthority '-from 

then) did[ 5]; and thongh they be deQ- 5 Math 20 
ed by the people, yet they do not tecave pad Bo, 28 
their Autkoritie from them. "Tor, 1. the 6,127 t'? 
power ' of Churchi!Government is not 
conveighed to the body of the people, by 
any authenrick-grant ot Commiſſion from 
TeſusChriſt,as it is ro the Officers. 2. The 
people are tot called Governors, Guides, | 
Leaders, 2s the Officers are ; but on the * Ars 20. 
contrary, -are -called 'the flock [rJ}, the **: * pi 
Saints ['S), as diſtin& from rheir Biſhops, , Heber. x 3 
Paſtors, Rulers, to whom- they are com- 24.Phi z.s 
manded to be ſybjeR' and; obedient [Fw] » « Thefſe 


3. The people haye nor received from |.” : 


PWT 5 a. &Y, * . , I 
Chriſt dne gifts and qualifications for the , , 146 
nu —_— » l . 6 
SR, = = exerciſe 137,17 


— 


I. 2:7. 


— . 
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5 i Cor. e{rbife of 'Governarent carid jariſdiFion 
20h oph [x] as Officers ave [. 93; :4\2tb:ceanhot 
5 Eptitl'4, be ſhewed that God. m the Old -oe New 
ir, 12 Teſtament did ere any Church withonr 


tizing 


Preſhyterial (TRuerAPert. , 


tial p3:(Pugaining > 886+ dana; pps forth 
che ole power, but — power 310421, 


thority of Jelus Chr! 
Queſt. 5. Tow ſpake of a General Vi. 


ble Churah;, dath the. Scripture bald out 
cha Church { Ry 
\ aſe, Yes, far, The Apaſtles, which 
were General Qifcsrs .(to which a gene- 
rall Chimch is the -adequate correlative ) 4:5 ey x 
and-had the care of 9l{ the Churches 4], 
are ſaid co /4t,put or placed gz the Church er Corrs + | 


[c], 5 {raking bug of ave ; FahO pg os S. 


ef : ae. 33 
19. Math. 


28. "* 2.9 


Minter of chis Church [f a f 

one pod one fold, ingo which a FD OE 
$, UE Baptizg "ls 13. Eph 

broughal £}, maſt needs be the Bo 2,16,%3 6 


ible Church. 3 3. houſe or Temple, 19h.10. 16 
bo + which Ancichri did Ge cb], that wor Þ > Theft 
Mai travallin [:], the Bride 3nd SPE i Rev i ; 
of Chrilt [4], a child, and in non-2ge 

© ger the Layv, and at fall age un T 
Goſpell Wah char aſſembly of 124 | 
and 4 Baaſts ['»], that arg 

many Allemylies in iſ»), thar one OG — Pp 
onenewJeryſfalem [Jeu one Fealt[p}, » Ita. 45 
held ['q ] , floar('r draoacl;, and o Rev tu; 

che like; are co heyaderitood of the] 7 0 gages 
vadall} ile Church , which is fyuhe + jr ig Fg 
'J ABS, MI. 35 13 * eMac 47 


ern EEE ns ns Oe nes a, 


6 A plain Platform of. © 


ms 4 


? x Cor.12 in Scripture' deſcribed to be 'Organi- 
14 C. | BRL I Ea Mi ol 216 Are 


to 9. Epheſ-4 4-with 11,42 
» Gal t.,, Queſt. But we read of Churches ['v] 
x Cor, 14 ##* the plurall number, of many 'Gharckes 
| 34. in the New Teſtament , and therefore 
Aits9.31. there ts not onely one Church * ' 9 
| Anl. Theſe are the particular Churches 
1 ſpake of, of the fame name and- nature 
wPſ2.95.5 with the whole,as the Sea is but.oneſ'w], 
+ Pſa 2, » JErthe ſeverall parts of it, waſhing {eve- 
' Gen 1, Fallſhoars, ate called Seas ['x}; the dry 
 __**,Qo Landþutone['y/], yetbeng polſef by 
 ſeverall Nations;-under ſeveral climates, 
divided by hills, rivers, and other Dounda- 
a Gen. 10 ries,is called Lands a ] , as Labaxs flocks, 
31 having all one owner, and probably all one 
þ Gen. 30. mark, are called one flock ['b] as the free 


, Do32s 4 men of Rome, where ever born or bred, 


12 make but one Corporation ['c]; hence the * 


cAR.22,3 Church' of Epheſws, thongh a complear 
 with28 particular Church, is nat called-the whole 
City or houſyol} of God; but fellow C5- 
tizens with the Saints , 'viz. of other 
Churches, and of the houſhold. 'As the 
. Jewiſh Church was but oze;, yet in regard 
d Lev. 23, of their  Sabbath-convocations in their 
3,23 Synagogues [4 |, for hearing the ar 

_ rea 


ils * Preſbyterial Government. 7 


read ( 1, and preached [ f'], for prayer * AR. 35. 
[£], for Rule and Government [þ], EAS s 
was called Congregations & Churches ( 5]. | 49 3 
As the Antichriſtian Charches of /taly, eg. A&, 16. 
Spain, Germany, are but one Whereſk ], 13 
under one head the Pope, ſo the Chriſtian ? 3: 1 3- 
Churches of England , Scotland, Hol- '* Jon ph 
land, &c. which have their Fathers - 7; BY Ky 
vame Written in their foreheads|[ 1} , are I,2 
but one woman [ms] ; the one is the army # Pla. 26. 
under the Dragon, the other under Afi- _** 4 os 
chael [#]: and as a whole Army is oft © 7E 
times mn the Originall Language of Scrip- k Rev. 17 
ture called a Churchf 8] , and the ſeverall 5. & 18.2 
Regiments and Companies are called 3; © '9- 
Churches[p] , ſo particular Churches and ,, 7 ff 
Antickhritian conventions, are as the ſeve- "i 
rall Brigades , Regiments , or Companic'» Rev. 12 
of thole two Armies ; Hence alſo the 7 
Church of God is called Army and Ar- * * 29m. 
mics [9], Vineyard and Vineyards [7], Eu 
Gardex 'and Gardens ['s], as yell as 40. jer.zo 
Church and Churches. 9 
| . pEze 26,7 


q Cant, 6,10, 13 7 Cant, 7,12 & 811,12 5s Cant. 6,z 


Quelt. 7. What /orts of Elders hath 
God appointed in hu Church ? 
Anſw, Two ſorts;extraordinary, as the , | , 
Apoſtles | t ]; and ordinary,as Paſtors and , wy fot 
| B 4 Leachers . 


s 


$  Aplain Platforms of . 


v As 20 Teachers [4]. The Apoſtles were to 
37,28.Tit. Teach and Rule, not onely Churches , but 
w Rns1, Paſtors and Miniſters alſo , being men of 
28, Eph. 4 an higher order [ w ], mamediatly called of 
11 Gad| x}, infallible in their dofrineF y}, 
z Gal, 111 endowed with extraordinary gifts [2], 
7 7 72 ſaw Chriſt in the flefh[ a ], were injoyned 
x; Aas _ ordinarily to travel abroad ro plane Char- 
2, &8,r7 ches| 6], might at authornarively in any 
13 Church without a call or confent of men, 

e AﬀZ.1,21 and might ſhake the duſt of their feet a- 
7 ae: gainſt ſuch Miniſters, or others, as did 

.28 

19 Not receive them | c ], their commiſſion 

£ Math. xo was itrepealable, the l1mits they agreed on 
14 were large ['4]. But a Miniſter is not of 

4 Gal'2,9 an higher order, nor hath power over his 
fellow Miniſters, nor hath an immediate 
irrepealable Call,not infallible, nor in theſe 
times extraordinarily gifted, hath nor ſeen 
Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh, cannot exerciſe 
paſtoral authority in an ordinary or occaſt- 
onal way without a call and conſent of 
perſons intereſted. And laſtly,Paſtors and - 
Teachers are by ſucceſſion to continue in 

: Epher , The Church to the end of the world e ], 
: I + whereas Apoſileſhip continued in one age 
Rev. 12,6 only ; for though Matthias was (ubſti- 
; & 11,2, 3 tured in the room of 7uaas [Lf], yer none 
NY 1 ag wasſubſtituted in the room of Fames| g ], 


"R OL 
" 
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or of any other Apoſtls. | 
Quelt. 8. 1z what Church hath God. 
[et theſe Elders ? 

Anfw. In the Univerſal Church pri- 7 Cor.1 3 
marily | h ], and in particylar Churches ſe- ” : m4 
cundarily [':;; : Diviſion of the Chyrehin- ; ; digs 
to particular Congregations , and fixing 
particular Elders to them, is no further of 
divine inſtitution then order and edificati- 
on did firſt occaſion, and do fill require it 
ſhould be ſo, as the whole Tribe of Levi 
fed all the Jews mn common, (for ought 
we know) while they were together ; AE- 
terwards (it may be) the four Families of 
Levites, as Aaron, Cobath, Gerſhon, Me- 
rari, did take more ſpecial charge of thoſe 
Tribes that quartered on the ſame ſide of 4 Num. », 
the Tabernacle that they did{ kJ}, and then 3, 10, 18, 
there was ſome diviſion made, and yet af- 25- with 
ter that a farther diviſton was made, when 54 23 
the Tribes of 1/74e! came to be fixed in * * * 7 
their ſeveral divifions,and the Levites allo See 4inſ- 
were ſcattered and fixed amotigſt them worth in 
for the better inſtruction of the people, Num-z 
and had their maintenance by Lands and 
Tythes where they lived. So the Apoſtles 
notwithſtanding their general commiſſi- , 
on [7], did feer the Church in common, be 
while there was but one particular Mar, 16 


—_——— -- 0 — ——— 


= 
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Chinch, and afrerwards when Churches 
were multiplyed, did for edification and 
orders ſake agree upon a diviſion of them- 

»m 3al.2,9 ſelves, [ms], (though they were not very 
preciſe in obſerving it, Peter preaching 
ſometirges to the Gentiles, and Paul ts 
the Fews,) and had their ſeveral places or- 

n 2 Cor.19 (jnarily to officiate in ['»], yea ſome pro- 

*3+'4, *7> bably think, that they did diſperſe them- 
ſelves into twelve parts of the world, and 

9 AQ.2.25 the Greek text ['0] may ( if you put the 
comma after 354) fully bear this ſenſe, 
that Mathias might be ſent that circuit 
which 7udas,had he not fallen,ſhould have 
gone ; and in likelyhood it was from this 
agreement, that James (notwithſtanding 
his Apoſtglik commiſſion was as general as 
the jp 26 of the otherApoltles)did not 
travel abroad as the other did, but ſtayd ar 
Jeruſalem : as alſo ſome other Apoſtles af- 
ter their travels betook themſelves to reſi- 
dence in ſome one place,as if they had been 
the fixed Paſtors of thoſe places reſpeCtive- 

» Aa.r3,5 ly. Thoſe Apoſtles that travelled abroad 

 & 15,37 did carry Miniſters along with them, as 

q Ph.lem. 7ohn, ark, (p) their fellow laborer,(q ) 

»A& 20 . anddid ſend other Miniſters,as Tychicus, 

20,4 : 
Eph.s,2:, {ometimes to one Church, as Epheſiu(r ), 
22 and ſometimes to another, as Colloſs, (5) 
s Col, 4,7 | and 


Fd 
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and did keep other Miniſters from their 
particular charges,as Epaphras [t] andall * Col. 1,7 
this was for the ſervice of: the univerſal 9h 4. 1% 
Church, ſo much was it preferred before: 
the ſervice of their particular Churches. 
In the primitive times before diviſion. of 
titles, the Elders were not affixed to par- 
ticular aſſemblies, but the officers did; in 
common teach and govern ſundry congre- 
gations; and ſo it may be at this day, 
when it ſhall be found moſt for edificati- 
on, and ſo iti$in ſome Reformed Chur- 
ches : As the Juſtices of Peace have their 
commiſſion for the whole County, yer by 
agreement or cuſtom for order-ſake, they 
have their ſeveral Hundreds or diviſions, 
in which they keep their privy and pub- 
lick Seſſions, and do ordinarily execute 
their office, and in that reſpe&t may be cal- 
led Juſtices of ſuch a Diviſion or Circuit ; 
And as the Militia Soldiers, which watch 
and guard the City of London, are pruna- 
rily the Soldiets of the whole City ; and 
ſecundarily the Soldiers of {uch and ſach a 
Ward or limits ; ſo Miniſters, which are » 12.64.” 
called watchmen and ſoldiers ['v], are * 1im-3, 
Miniſters both of the whole City of God, 
the uruverſat viſible Church, and alſo of 
choſe particular Churches or Congregatt- 

Ons 


OO OO” 
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ons; which thoy eſpecially take. chyrge of 
and recaive- antintenan2e from) 5. 489.38: 
Souldiers, though they be the Souldisrs of 
chevhols Ciry,yer each have and owzhe in 
reafan to have one particular place aſſizn- 


6 to beguarded by him, and the unwap- 


raatable abſenc2 of him fram his guard is 
eenſurable ; fo 2 Miniſter ſhould have his 
Rock, and be reſident with it. _ ps 
Quelt. 9. Hoy anc nn maids 2Y HE4AKY 
Elders ? = | 
 Axſw. They are made Elders by Qcdi- 
nation, which is (as the Scripturedefines 
waAR,s,; it) a: appointne:nt of man over the buſi- 
neſſe (w ) theſeven Deacons bd not been 
Officers though choſen by the multitude, 
if chey had not been by Ordination ap- 
pointed over the bufineſs, the multitude 
chooſing them is nor faid to appoint them 
over the buſineſs, but to /er them before 
#he Apoſtles. . 2, Henee the charge 5 
x 1 Tim, More expreſs, that ordination rather 
2a then 4leRtion ſhould not ſuddeniy and 
haſtily be made ['x], whereas if eleon 
had only or .chiefly. made che Otheer ; 
then pradence had required, that the 
charge ſhould have been more exprel(s 
againſt haſty ele&ion then haſty ardinatiy 
©2.3.Laying on of hands in ordination, not 
| lifting 


Mw» 0'cO 1H =_VWAS 
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of bps in tection: (which tn 
fo mich R846) is reckoned amongſt' the. 7 Heb.6,3 
- prindpl&&['7 }. 4. The deſcription of pers 
{ons fit for office is much more large in the 
Epiſtles ts 7 *mothy and Tir, which were 
to ofdaiti, thet in any' or all 'the Epiltles 
written ig the Churches; 'to whomelitti- , 2 1 Tiw. 
on is conceived to belong (z]; now rh6 : &c. & 
Apoltle, which/did all things fly, word 12,0. 
acquaint theſe moſt wich-the qualifieati= Tir. 3k 
ons of &ffietts,which kudthe anes Lo Bel 


and p6werTr mals NE 
jr Mem Fabernys oa Et) , 4s ARs Ba, 


ſry is'to beg 

God, with jo hoe t6 &iididation, rathet: 

teh a}; rhe-Apoifies prayed at | 
109 of 'the foven * Decegrs: 

(as oy Ad: if thitmailbeen of che &tens | 

reftim&rfckie Jbur theSeprute withefleth, 

that Whit Hein whspalt they Pre 6A8.6 5.6 


ed before ordimtion[ 5] . 6. The Seriptilze 7 1% * 


ſpeaks/mbch and plaznly for ordination, age 5 


{ c], & burlittle,({ome ſay,nothingat all) xa. 1 3.1, 
and'that obſcarely for-popular election of 2 Tim. 5, 
Eldets.7.The:peaples election is but prepae as 
ratory to the making of Elders, or atom » ZUR 
nation or teſignation of forme perſons to. 
tharoffe, ifbethg tryed by-the-Precbyre- 

ty they bs proved as fit; God having , : Tios 
green fp Power: -ailit-chaige t,mhe 23 


Pre(- 


bes PETTY  Aplain Platform of 


iTim.5.22 ' Presbytery not to ordain'raſhly (4)ox ſug 
denly, thonghthe people ſhould ele raih. 
ly, nt to rcje& that raſh cleftion as-null 
and void- $..Toaſſctt, chat Miniſters are 
made by ordination, doth make the line of 
miniſterial power more ſtraight and regu- 
. .. latthen-otherwiſe;; - the power of makin 
- Miniſters was firſt. in Chriſt, and he wa 
- Apoltles ; they, as his ſtewards i in the ab- 
ſence of the Lord, and by his diretion and 
" Per . command,do appoint other officers, Chriſt | 
is the chief Paſtor- (+), the Apoltles, next 
f Job; a. (F/), then Elders (g), Chriſt the Archbic 
15,16, Ip ſhop, (h) Apoſtles, Biſhops (.z ); and EL” 
£ xVet.5,: ders (k.), Chriſt was (-ar and the Apo- 
A-29,17 (es(/), and Predbyters(m> ), Chrit ordain- 
OE wi: * ” twelve (2), andthe twelve ordained El- 
25 ders{0), and to Elders hath God given the 
$ Att-1,2v poyer-of ordination of other Elders ſue- 


e AQs 20 
7 18.Tir ecllively. Dock a - 


1,7. (1) Joh:zo,zr . (mY Eph. 'F ;11 (n) Mark 3,14. 
lob, 35,14 (Abs 14,23 © : 

-.D: 10. To wits, ſay you; think God 
committed the peer of ordination f El- 


ders? 

pi Tir.4 An. To Elders (p) ; not ro any un- 
£ T:.1, officied man ; For 1. there igno precept 
at ſure ror C Warrant for it in all the New Tcſta- 
ement, that Chriſt or his Apoſtles gid leave 


tO, 


way 
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I to the body of beleevers, he power 

* of ordaining, though it had bm much eaſter 
all co have writ to the Churches, that they 9 Atts 14 
Ie ſhould ' ordain their own Elders, then to __. 23 
olffve traveled themſelves(q ),or to have ſent | Ws 5 
X Timothy or Titus for that purpoſe (r).. * 2 
Fe 2. Not one inſtance can be given of any un- 

© officed man, ordaining an officer of the 
D- New Teſtament. 3. They that do ordaindo 
Id put ſome of their work-upon the perſon 


= ordeined, but preaching, baptizing,&c, is 


** notthe work of any unofficed man. 4. He 
&,-that ordains oenek him that is ordained, 
> and the Tels is bleſſed of the greater'(s ). 5 Heb, 7,7 
® 5. Ordination is confeſſed to be an a&.of 
authority, and an unofficed man haye not 
” anthortty. 6. The Church cannot lawfully 
depute a-, man to ordain whom God hath 
not deputed, nor can. the-man or men ſo 
deputed lawfully ordajin., except. "the 
+ Church havea Charter from God to that 
effect. 7. There isnot one of a thouſand 4- 
A mongſt the people that are able .in all 
{= points to try and judg of the ſufficiency of 
preaching Presbyters, as. they that ardain * Tit.r, 5, 
2- are bound by Gods Law,to do(t:)..'.'\ + 6,7 
pt ©. 11.. But is not ordination by out or 
a- more grave men deputed by the Congre- 
ve gation more laWful, and-valid then ord:- 
O . nation 
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nation by relates ? 

Anſw. No, the Biſhops were Pregby« 
ters, and ſo more enabled by the Word to 
6tdain then any non-Presbyters : | Prelacy,, 
thongh an kumane Inſticution,did no more. 
annihiare their bemg Presbyterszchen Pha- 
riaift did the Jewiſh Prieſt-hovd, and 
they did ordam as Presbyters ; fot Biſhops 
and Presbyrers are bur made one order by 
the very Papiſts, which alſo jadg, tharzt 
a Deacon {hould be made guns 870 
faltam he hath no-power to ordein Preſ- 
byters : The Elders ordeined by the A-+ 
poltles'm eyery City, did in their-mevtings 
chuſe one of theirfellow Elders:( 116 A- 
poſtle'nor Apoſtolickmandid refide with 
them, if they did, they by- theit- plavcs. 
were ſuperior to any Presbyter ahd Mo- 
derators inany-convention-of Elders, and 
fo ſhould be at this day, if attly Apottie 
wetenow alive and refident ) ro be-Preſi- 
deft of their compariy and Moderator of 
their -a&tions; now - Prefidency iis 'natural 
and neceffary fot rhe regulating of marrers: 
Bean faith, it is{eriptural, and that this 
Preſiderit was the fame which S. Fohwoal- 
kd'the Angel,the contirmance of preſiden- 
= one man was not then formd tobeei- 
ther rmkyfal RO PENISTeOny yy 
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ſident the Fachers afterward appropriated 
the name of Biſhop, and ſuch as theſe be- 
ing grave men, and of great repute, and 
Paſtors of the chief Cities, and having the 
ſpirit of Government, (which every god- 
ly Miniſter bath nor re through their 
own uſurpation, partly through the ſloth 
and puſillanimity of the Presbyte: s,partly 
by Law and Canon, were inveſted with 
too, much power ; yet did not they, nog 
nor our Eng}:{h Biſhops ordain Presby+ 
rers, without the aſſiſtance of other Pre(> 
byrers, and therefore their ordination 
comes neerer to the Scripture-way of or- 
dination by the Preſbyrery, then any ars 
dination by one or many non-Presbyters 
can do, ( one,two,or three deputed Mem- 
bers being nothing like a Presbyrery,. or a 
company of Presbyters,) and is by this 
preſent Parliament and Synod.as formerly, 
alſo by the reformed Churches, and godly 
non-conformiſts, (notwithſtanding their 
oppolition to prelacy,) judged valid, and 
not to be changed tor any popular ordina- 
tion ; when the Church was in the wil- 
derneſs, when Antichriſt moſt raigned and 
raged,God did preſerve ſome fundamen- 
tal doQtrines, and the eſſence of Baptiſm, 
and the eſſence of a trae Miniſtry diſpen- 

C ... ng 
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ſg it, and they, that 1s, her Paſtors did 
1 Rev. 12+ {224 her there]. 

6.14. * Quealt. I 2. Who have power i0 preach 
the Word in the Church ? TR ER 
| - 2nſw. Paltors and Teachers, that have 
|  Mar.z8 alſo authority to baptiz«[w],God having 
Il 20, Joyned them together, no man ought to 
ll x Mar, 19 pat them aſunder[ x]. 2. Preaching 1s 

16. a principal part of. the Miniſterial Office 

J Lak ”** [7], requiring more ſufficiency then any 
| Tim 2 z other part [z]], (hence the ability of ex- ? 


2 Tim, 4 p A 


x 2 Cor.z, peants is beſt tryed by preaching,) and 
16 of as much dignity and truſt as the diſpen- 
*lohn 4.1. Gng of theSacraments*,which yet(is Con- 
ji NUOTLe03 fefled) may not be adminiſtred by private - 
ll men. 3. God hathyby a ſpecial office,di- 
2 Eph 4,1 {tiguiſhed Miniſters from other men,and 
b 16h. ic. 3 ſeparated them to be Paſtors and Teach- 
2 &rs['4 ], aud therefore this order is not to 
c Num, 16 be violated,ror ſhould men enter in at the 
e at's window, but by the door[ +]. 4. God 
bode 9.13.12.04 bath ſeverely punifht uſurpers of the Mi- 
1 4 1Sax.13 Dilterial fanaicn Tc], yea when there - 
8 ſeemed to be great neccſſity of it[ 4]. 
2 Sam.66 5, None ought to preach except they be. 


73,9. ſent,and called thereunto [e _], but gifted- 
e Rem, Tk : = Hh po 
oy <0. nels dothnot include in it ſufficient miſi= — 


| I5.ler.2.  — 
| þ 21, Heb,5, ON Or VOcation : For as women ma be 
\# S 4,5. gitted, which yet are forbidden to. 


preach 


? 
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;4 preach [| f ]; ſo no man may exerciſe / x Cor:14 
Regal or Magiſtratical power, or do the FE 

4 officeof a Conſtable, Lawyer, Attorney, * ports 
aReader in oneof the Inns of Court, a "ITY 

'o Juſticeof Peace,a Judg, a Speaker in Par- f 

g& liament,a Captain, Major,Colonel,or Ge- 

O neral, only upon this ground, becau'e he 

's Is conceived to be gifted for ir. 6. It is 

aid, GodTatn mt his pzople Kings and 

y Prieſts|_ g ], but not thar he hath made , rey 5.6. 

-- > them Prophets; for though God did x Per,z 5» 

d ſometimes give an immediate and extra- 

\_ + ordinary commiſſion to do ſome Magi- 

\ FRraticalacts[ -],and the time was,when þ Num. 25 

+ Gods Holy Spirit being extraordinarily 7.8. 

- poured out on all fleſh, Their Tons and *<** 5-5- 

4 daughters didprophelie, 2;z. ſome ſo ex- 

Ttraordinarily anointed did fo |: ], as they 3 Joel 2 28 
did alſo ſee viſions,and dream dreams; and: wich ARs 

& _Tthenit was allo mens duty to dc{ire any SCF 

4 © ſpiritual gifts, as ſpeaking with tongues, 

z but eſpecially prophefie [ 4]; but now it c 

2 is unlawful to deſire the one gift, of the 0- 

ther ;- God not inabling gifted men now 
. to underſtand the original languages as 
_ thenhedid. 7. Teaching in the Church 


E —4+- doth imply authority over them that are . 
taught [/ |; bur private men, though gift- / = Tim.1.: 
ed, have not authority, therefore they are "bo'*- 


C 2 not 


1 Cor.14 


I ,2. 


(% 


c 
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not to teach or #ſarp authority. 8. God 
hath not given them any power to re- 
'| m1 Tims ceive mainterance, which is due to thaſe 
'' _ 37,18 that labor in the Word and Doftine 
4 1 Cor.g.3, [7]. 
4,5:6,9,11 Queſt 1 h : 
+» 13. What maimtenauce mean 
| Jon ? If you mees Tythes, or any other 
'k i ſetled maintenance, neither private men 
nor Miniſters ought to recerve ſuch 


| Maintenance. 
Tylkes Anſw. Tythes had many enemies,ſun- © _ 
i dry exceptions made againlt the payment 
| » Mal.z.8 of them, nor was it counted any robbery # _ 
(i 2 Chro-3x todctain them | » ],when both God him- 
"|! 4,5,6c, ſelf, and the Magiſtrates, did ply Te» 
-— quire the due pay ment of them, and when 
there were few or no Se@aries, (alert 
IL ty,) which endea- 
4 vored the ruin of the Minltry, eſpecially 
Tt when there was no King in 1/7acl, but 
''! v1uce 17, every man did that Which was rightin tc 
'! 7.8.9.10, his own «yes; then the Levites were 
[1s 96-6 /.7* gled to' wander abroad for maintenance 
5 05 o Tet 2. the Levites, though a ſmall 
Nrw.3.39 Tribe [?]} (if a Tribe, there berg twelve 
g loſt, 21, befides,) ſcarce the 60. part of the houſe 
ply pp of Zacob, had in 7xdea a fall Countty, 
OY TIP 48, Cities with their Subwmbs, 2cco. cu- 
:4 bites frcm the wall on every fide [9] k 
All 
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and their firſt traits {  ], and a great part iN un 18- 
of the manifold ſacrificzs[_5}, and free- *5> 16,17) 

. : . 13, | ) 21468 
will offerings of all the males of the chil. * og 
dren of Iſrael, which were to appar 5 Lev.z 


thrice yearly bzfore the Lord with ſom? & 75,7 |: 
offering (t ), and waatſoever hoaſe,fizld, 33:34 
perſon, bzaſt, &c. was by a ſingular vow \, **," 3 
given to the Lord, waich was to be valued - 2448; 
by the Prieſt himſelf (v), and all rheTe » Lev.-7. 
© -duties were broazht in to the Prielt 23,4 5,8, 
without charge or Trouble; they had not 9-12 ,*<- 
} - Only che full ceath of all kin{of encreaſe, 
bur alſo ſick an impoſition layd upon all 
kind of grain,as cam? to more = 2 (ixth 
part of the crop it ſelf (w), and thoſe Ci- 
tics and LinJs deſcenJ:d from them to w 3o0d- 
their poſterity from generation to genz- 7% 4's 
ration, as alſo did their Tyrhzs and offzr- ©, ** oy 
ins. 3. Suppoſe Jeſus Chriſt, bing a 
© M:mvzr of the Jewiſh Caurch, did nat 
demanJ thz Tythzs then dae by Gols x vi. 23. 
Liw to the Levitical Pcieſts (x). Suppoſe 23 
alſo the Apoſtles beinz by their offize to *1=> 7-5 
travel adroad, did not receive Tyrhes, (a9 
mare then the L-vites did receive them 
19 their travel,) but were ſomtimss fo-- 
bidden to rake ſo mach as a (crip ( y), ! 45 m0. 
{chouzh It other times allowed ic (), ) « r.ic 24. 
and enjoyaed co live at the charges of the * ; 5,25. 
" WY fairh- 


—- 
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* Mar. 10, faithful (* ; and though Pax/ and Bar- 
39,11 zabes did ſometimes work_with their 
hands that they might nor be chargeable 

mY ny [2 ], yet Pas doth expreſly athrim, that 
* Tythes were not Aaronical, or proper to 

— rhe Levitieal Fells; but on the contrary 
proves the greatneſs of elchizedec's 
Prieſthood, by his bleſſing Abrharn, and 


b Heb.7 2, tything him[ #]; the word SHezd7w7e 
4.537» . 


RR. [<Jimph's, req wiring Tythes, as well as 

; receiving them, and thereupon he aſſerts 

( ) our Saviour to be a Prieſt on the order 

d v.15,16, of Melchizedec [| ) ; and therefore 
17 Chriſt muſt needs have power to tythe 

the people as well as to bleſs then, or elſe 

he comes not up to the type or figure : 

he therefore that ſaith Tyrhes are Cere- 

monial, or pd wherein the Ceremo- 

ny doth conſiit, and-upon what Scripture 

he grounds his : kein anſwer Pal 'S 
arguinent, or elſ2 he is to be eſteemed a 

deluder of the people, ſuppoting that gain 

 _ ts godlineſsFe ]. 4. The Miniftry of the 

ex 116 New Teſtament, being far more honora- 
{2 Cor L, ble[_ f ], laborious and ſtudious, then the 
6,7,8c. Levitical Prieſthood, and the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel being to live of the Goſpel 
£1Cor.g. [| g], they havean evil eye that grudg the 
- #3214 Miniſters of the Goſpel ſo much means 
pro” 
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bu Ss 
propocuoadbly, as the Prieſts had under 
the Law, that judg 109. I. per annum, or 
- mare, little enoug" for a Factor, .but e-. 
' nouzh or too mach for a Miniſter, £ 
prizcipio non fuit ſic ; tor Bileevers had 
all chings com n2n['þ}], and far, they, ,, 47k 
zre from grudzing the tenth part bf 
their encrea(e, that they ſoll their Lands, 
and laid che pcizes of chem at the Apoſtles 
| feetſ's]; and afterwards, by one mzans'? v.34,35. 
or other, Miniſtzrs had, in perſecucing 
® tim2s, (mach more ouzht they to have in * * Tim 5 
pzaczable and proſperous times, ) not on- , , 37>** 
ly comp:tent but honorable miintenance ff 
[4], for themſelves, their wives and chil- « Tim. , 
dreaſ'/], aad to keep hoſpitality [m7], 5.& 5,8 
and all chis without encan2ling themlelyes ® Tic.1.8 
in the afuirs of this life | 2 ]. LE... 
f As forchz Tythes, with celation to this » 
Kinzdom, {omitting how far the Law of 
nature, one of the tandamaatals of our 
Laws, did teach them the G2ntiles, ) it is 
anqueſtionable chat they,in ſome Pariſh2s 
at lealt,are che Miniltzrs rigat, by as good 
Law as the 9. partsare the peoples;1nd-ir 
i$-2s illegil for {the people to with-hqgld 
their ceach's, as if che Miniſter ſhoulg, bz- 
fides his tenth's , take away one or more 
of their 9. parts; and it-is perillous, to.a 
C 4 ' Sratez 
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State, that private men ſhould prefer 
their judgment 'of mem & twrm, of 


right and wtong, before the publick 


judgment of the Law and Courts ot the 


Kingdom, and may be as deſtructive to. 
Nobility, Gentry, and others in the King- 
dom, to have the hedeg of the Law broken 
down, as it is to the Miniſtry ; ſundry 
perſons (ſome whereof are in power and 
place) being as inclinable to defraud them 
alſo of the Tythes, and to introduce e- 


quality and community in the Common. * 


wealth, asin the Church. 

2. This Law of Tythes was not an' im- 
poſition on the people, as ſome fallly ſug- 
peſt, but a _— donation, not of 
the people (though, if they that were then 
owners of the land, and had power to a- 
lienate them in whole, or in part, and did 
ſo, that is a ſufficient bar againſt thoſe in 
whoſe hands they now are, which have 
no title but whart they hold from and un- 
det them, and can juſtly claim no more 
then was tranſmitted by them, ) but of 
the Xing, who then having all the Lands 
in Egland in demeſne,did give the tenth 
part of his own Lands, or, as ſome call it, 
the temth part of his Kingdom, to the 


Church, and WEIre conlented anto, and 
RB At Gen. — | 
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have been ſince payd, asa rent-charge on 
" the Land, before the SubjeR, eicher Lord 
or Tenant, had any thing at all to do in 
 theſaid Lands; and therefore whether or 
no the Scripture doth preſcribe the parti- 
cular way of Miniſters maintenance, in 
Corn, a ſeventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, or 
eltventh part, more or leſs; or in moneys, 
early, quarterly, monethly, weekly,payd 
y Tax or Contribution, or in Lands, or 
in ſome, or all of theſe, it is not much 
* material ; For though (ſuppoſe) before 
they gave it, it was in their own power, 
(which was the caſe of 4na;as and Sap- 
phirah|(_o, )yet the Tyrhes being ſo given, , aa «4 
it is grievous (in to alienate them from ** + 
their general end : For firſt, it is ſacriledg 
to devonr that Which is holy, or devoted 
to the ſervice of God and the Church (p) p Prov 20 
thovgh this facriledg be committed 35. Levir, 
pretence of Reformation and: hatred of *7:25,39 
Idols ['q ]. Secondly; it is a difanulling 9 Rem. 2, 
of the teltament of men[7], when itis , 3, ** 
confirmed not only by the Doners or Te #4 
{tators,but by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
- Magna Charts, and late Ordinances, 
Thirdly, it wilfully incurs thoſe direful 
Execrations which were uſually pro- 
nounced againdt all ſuch Church- _s 
an 
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and in ſome places;'where Tythes are un-, 
juſtly withheld from the Miniſtzrs, Go 
him(elf doth, as'it were; tythe their corn, - 


and take away atleaſt the tenth part of it, 
that they ſee thzy are no-gainers by this 


unjuſt courſe : And theſe things are ſp3- 


ken for the ſatisfaFion, not of the cove. 
tous ( whereof there is little hop, ) but 
of the conſcientious, and not for any bz- 
nefit of the Author, whoſe means (for 
his own particular) would be much grea- 


ter, if no Tythes at all were payd, then. 


now they are. | 
And laſtly, As for ſetted maintenance : 


I. The Scripture doth allude to.a certain 
: and ferled miintenance that ſhould . be 
s Ezek. 45 given to the Miniſtry [5] , 1m comparing 
y Tim; it with ſervants hire and wages [ : ], and 
i$ aſoldiers piy | v ], both which are cer- 
» 1 C>r.9 tain. 2. God doubtleſs hath as mach 
7 care of the miintenance of the Miniſters 
_ - of the N:w Teſtam2ar, as of the Old; 
fhill we chen chink that h2 did: allow the 
gae certain. miintenance ,'-which nons 
coald deprive chem of,ani mike the other 

uncapable of ſuch miintenance 2 3, When - 
2 Mailter .. hath ſer-maiatenznce he 
knows better how to proportion his li- 

vinz, his alms, his expences for the pad: 

; likz 
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1 like, his proviſion for his children, and 
. . how to keep hoſpitality. 4. Tyrhes' are 
not in one ſence, ſetled or ſtinred main- 
> tenance, for they are more or leſs,accord- 
. , ing asthe Husbandman ſoweth, and God 
proſpereth ; as Corn is lictle or much, 
good or bad, well or il gotten, dear or 
cheap : they that do receive Tythes do 
riſe or fall with them that pay them. 
5. Magiſtrates ſhould be nurſing ,Fathers 
and Mothers to the Church w ]: they w Iſai. 49 
ſhould bring their glory and honor into - 23 
it [x]: And may they not afign certain * _ wp" 
* maintenance to the Miniſters of the Go- " 
ſpel, which they may do to their meaneſt 
ſervants, yea to to the meaneſt men in 
the Kingdom, if ſo they pleaſe ? But of 
this enough. 
Quelt. 14. ho may lawfully be ad- 
mitted into the Church ? 
cAnſw. All that profeſs Faith and | 
Repentance [_y ], (I ſpeak of Jews, , Mart. 3.6 
Heathens, and other ſtrangers to the 7. Ads 2, 
Church, not of children born within the #47, 47 
Church, which may be baptized before *®* 3,37 
any ſuch perſonal profeſſion, and are to 
- be accounted within the Church by vir- 
tue of their parents being within the 
Church ,) except there be ſome juſt 
FOR, om" 
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ground of pzrſoaal prejudice azain t& 


them, as in che cafe of S44/, whom the 
Apoſtles might well ſ{aÞ2A to be (till a 
Jews 2 Perſecutor, an4 a Spy, an41 that 


but afſay'd to joyn himſelf to them co 


atchieve his wicked enJs, till they heard 
Barnabas his Teltimany co 1cerning 


12» 26 him{[ =]. Burſeconlly, there is no pre- 
” 27 6l cept or preſident of the calling of Cariſti- 


ans (befpre they could be admitted into 
the Churchy togive acconat of the work 
of grace 1n their hzart, or of a Congre- 
gation judging whether that work was 
wrcought or no, or of their meeting to- 
gether for prayer an1 mutual conference, 
to be ſatisfied of the good ſtate one of 
another, or of their deferring admiſſi>n 
till chey had ſuch fatisfation ; nor did 
Jeſus Cariſt{as man)know 7eru/2lems, 8& 
all :4ez, an1all rhe region round abour 


£ Mit. 3,6 Fordan,with whom he was bapcized[ a], 


7 nor were obs Baptiſt, the Apoſtles, and 


thoſe thouſands and myriades which 
they baptized, ſatisfied in their conſciences 
of the regeneration'eaca of other, eſteem- 
ing each other ta be a real Saint ; nor did 


þ Pſ . 89.5 the JewiſhCaureh(chough called Saints) 
4 = +49 [6] conſilt only of ſuch whica were, at 
a 4 leaſt ia the julgment of Charity, (iacere 


Con- 
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.| Cenverts; nor doth Pals writing to the 
Church of Corinth, called to be Saints, 
evince, that at the time of his writir 
to them (muchleſs before or after ) he a 
judg the Corinthian Church to conbilt , , 4. 2 
' wholy of true Saints, the contrary is evi- x2, & 5, 


dent ['c]. The Churches charity is but a 3,2. & 12x 
leaden 1ule, no certain one ; ſome mens 23- 2 Cor. 
charity being more, ſome kſs [4], and 73:30» *8 
the ſame mens charity being larger at * **"" _ 
ſometimes then at others, and to ſome d Ads x5, 
men, as thoſe of their own opinions, kin- 37, 33,39 
red, benefaRors, &c. then to others ; 


| Whence it followeth that fore men may 
| ſometimes lawfully admit ſuch, which oe 


thers, yea themſclves, at other times, may 
lawſully rexx ; the caſe, in it {clt, being 
the very ſame. 

Queſt, 15. Hew come particular 
Chzrches ts be one in themſelves, and tos 
te diflinguiſbed ene from another ? 

Anſw, Fiſt, Their habitation is in 
this caſe corſidersble ; it being agreeable 
to the Law of Nature and Scripture, that 
there ſhconld be Pariſhes, or Churches 
ſhculd be corfined within convenient 
local limits; For 1. «le the members of 
a particular Church migh live 1c. 20. 5c, 
an 100. miks cachfiom other without 

blame 


'E) 
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a AQs 14 
23. Titus 
1,5, AQs 

16 4,5 


bAR&.18,2 
24, 24,26 
Rom 16,2 


c xÞPer 5,2" 


blame. 2. The word conſtantly .holds 
forth, that the Chriſtian inhabitants of 
a City,” Town, or place, were the Church 
in that City, Town, or place. 3. Chur- 
ches are uſually denominated from places, 
as the Charch of Zern/alem, Rome, An- 
tioch,cc. and Cities and Churches do 
expound one another [ a]. 4. They that 
did remove their habitations, did (it's ve- 
ry probable ) fall into memberſhip. with 
thoſe Churches whither they did re- 
move [5]. 5. If Church-members be ; - 
not re{ident amongſt themſelves, how 
can Paſtors be reſident amongſt them| c ]? 
6. Cohabitation of Church-members 
hath divers paterns in Scripture uncon- 
trolled by precepts and -other paterns/; 
For no inſtance can be ſhewed that” any 
dwelt neerer to one true Church (though 
corrupt, as Corinth, Laogicea, Sar- 
dis,ctc. ) and wasa member of a Church 
mn another City or Town,as Cenchrea; or | 
that any dwelt within the civil comunion 
of the members of a Church, ( which is ofc 
for worldly ends) and was not a member | 
of that Church ; or that Chriſtians, dwel- 
ling remote one from another, were of 
one proces Congregation. 7. That 
none but thoſe that cohabire ſhould be of 
one 
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ACT 


one Congregation, isrequired by;Reaſon, 
as well as Scripture : 7. For their more 
commodious meeting together in publick 
with eaſe, frequency, leſs expence of time 
and money. 2. Their more eafie conver- 
Gng with, watching over,comforting and 
reheving one another. 3. For the pre- 
venting of confuſion, contention, and of- 
fence. 4. For the more convenient in- 
ſpeion over their Families, that their 
Families, as well as themſclves, do ſanti- 


| * fiethe Sabbath ; and therefore if the Ma- 


giſtrate do command, that Churches 
Gould have ſuch and ſuch convenient 
bounds, his command is io be obſerved, 
being according to Scripture and: right 
Realon. 

Secondly, Theſe Chriſtians, thus co- 
habitivg, are to chuſe, or to ſubmut unto, 


and maintain the ſame individual Church- 


Officers, frequent the ſame numerical Sa- 
craments, and other Ordinances, and ſo 
are eaſily enough diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 
Churches, the members whereof dwell 
elſewhere, and ſubmit to other Officers, 
and frequent other meeting places for Sa- 
craments and other Ordinances : Paxl 
and Barnabas, aſſembling themſelves a 
whole year with the Church at Antioch, 

are 
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FAQs 11, are ſaid to be within that Church ['4 J: 
36, with Andthis wasthie primitive way ; When 
"5>* many Chriſtians were converted in a 
e As 1, Town or City, the Apoſtles ordeined 
2; them Elders[[e]; and the Elders and 
Chriſtian inhabicancs, mutually perform- 
ing the duties of their places, became a 
Church together, ſufficiently diſtinguiſh- 
ed from others; and this is far from the 
Church-covenant urged by ſome, it being 
only an agreement 1mplyed in ations; as 
-whena man dwells in a Town, joyns in 
chuſing Conſtables and other Offices, 
pays Lays,and Taxes, aſſiſts Officers, and 
bears Office, if required, doth tacitly a- 
gree that he is oneof that Town; and 
yet we cannot ſay that he hath entred in» 
to covenant, or that entring into Cove- 
nant doth make him ſo. 
Quelt. 16. How large or how little 
may particular Churches be ? 
Anſ{w. A Church muſt conſiſt of more 
then two or three ( though when there 
was no more in the world but Adaw and 
Eve, they two made a Church if there 
was any) for two or three were to giye 
the ſecond Admonition which if aman 
F Math. 18 did not, here they were to tell the Church 
" x5,16,17 | f ] and theretore the Church mult of 
| neceſ- 
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deceſfity conſiſt of  mor2 then two or 
three : yea, there ſhould be in a Church a 
competent number: to be Officers and 


' Members, at leaſt the Members ſhould 


be as a.Flock , that is, many , though 
there were no Officer, bat one Paſtor : 
The Churches in the Goſpel were numcr- 
ous, conſiſting of thouſands, and that 
they might. do ſo, rhe Apoſtles planted 
Churches only in Cities, and in great 
Towns ;. Cenchrea , the leaſt, was a 
much frequented populous and famous 
Haven-Townſ[ g ],fo alſo were cheChur- 
ches - of - Galatia, Macedonia, Fudea, 
placed in the Cities of thoſe Countries, as 
Antioch, Laodicea, Philippi, Theſſalo- 
nica, Feruſalem, Lidda, cc. and how 
numerous ſoever any Church did grow, 
we read not that it was divided into&wo 
or more Churches; or that there were 
more Churches then one in any one Ciry 
or Town. As it is acknowledged on all 
hands, that a particular Church may con- 
fiſt of as many as may meet every Lords 


F day inoue place for edification; ſo.it may 


be proved, that the Church of er»/aler 
did conſiſt of more, then did or could 
meet with edification in one place. 1, By 
the multitude of Beleevers, TOR: 

DES D ang 


g Gualter 
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 andallf-den, and all the region rownd a- 
bh Mart. 3.6 bont 767 dan,were baptized by 7ehn | b }; 
7 and the Diſciples of Chriſt baprized-more 


L jo +.* Diſciples then Fohr [5]; and many of * 


Sy the people beleeved in- Jeſus [k& ]: The 
11 & $ Phariſees ſaid, the world is gone after 
30 him[/]; and after Chriſts aſcenſion 
{ juh.12 therewere added 3o0o ſonls['m], and 
aa , ? 500o[»]; andafterward the Niſciples 
nts # 1x were multiplyed greatly, and a great 
u AR, 4.4 company of the Prieſts were obedient to 
o AR.6.1, thefaith| 0]: Now all theſe, which dee 
7 ſerved to be called a City, a World of 

people , thouſands and multitudes (for 

the Holy Ghoſt, at the laſt, leaves num- 

bering) could not meet together in one 

place for hearing the Word : For no one 

room in a private houſe could hold them 

all no one mans voyce could reach them, 

much lefs could ſo many thouſands, or- 

derly, at once, receive the Sacrament to- 

gether; nor could be accommodated 

with beds to fit, lie, or lean upon, (which 

was Chi ſts geſture,) a Table to receive 

at, and Cups to drink in ; and therefore 

they were conſtrained to ſever themfelves 

into divers companies for breaking of 

p AR 2.46 bread[.p], and'to meet diſtributively in 


their private houſes for that purpoſe : | 


Hencsg 


' they all met in one place to receive the 
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Henee it is obſervable, that though proof 


be offered by ſome thar the Church of 


Feruſalem did meet t in the Tem- 
ple to hear the Word (which was com- 
mon to Jews with Chriftians,) and to 
chuſe Officers, (which is not eyery Lords - 
day-work, and to which the preſence of 
women and children, the greater half of 
the Church, is not required, ) Re 
not one word is brought to prove that 


Sacrament, the chief Church-ordinante. : 
2, Twelve Apoſtles [44 , ſeventy Diſ- x 
ciples [+] ( beſides Elders mentioned 7 Luke 16 
AQ.L1. [ 5]as being extant before that z 
tics ) which doubrleſs were diligent * 3%: **; 
Preachers in 7erſalem, the chief place of : 
their reſidence,and could not all,nor moſt 

of them, be imployed once every Lords 

day, if there was bot one Congregation 

in ?eruſalem. 3. The Church that pray- 


ed for Peter, met many of them in the 


houſe of ary, and others of them, t AR. x 2: 


Lo: and /his brethren, etſewhere[+) , 5+ with 12 


o that Church dl not meer in one place: 7 


4. It is {aid that Pal abode in Fernſt- ,, Gal. x. 


I-m with Peter fifteen days v ], and is 
doubtleſs Peter and he frequented the 


* Church-mectings,yet he ſaw no other of 
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the Apoſiles,, ſave Fames the Lords bro. 
. ther, ( he ſaith not they were not in Ferw- 
 ſalem, but he ſaw them not) which had 
| been very improbable if not impoflible, 
{ ſeeing the Apoſtles were diligent in 
preaching) if there had been but one 
Charch-meeting in f7erzſalem , more 
might be ſaid to.prove, that the Church 
of Jeruſalem conſiſted of more then one 
Congregation , and inſtance of the like 
way be given in other Churches of $4- 
maria, Ephe(ws, Cormth,e+c, 
Q, 17. AAay not every Congregation 
enjoy all the Ordinances of God Within it 
Self? 
Anſ. No; 1. Synods are the Ordi- 
nances ot God, and cannot be had in a 
_ particular Congregation ; yea general 
| Councels are the Ordinances of God, and 
yet cannot be found in any leſs Church 
then the univerſal viſible. 2. A particu- 
lar Congregation, conſiſting only of pri- 
vate Members, cannot enjoy ordination 
by Presbyters, which is an ordinance of 
God ; nor can ſhe in ghat ſtate regularly 
' partake in Sacraments and Cenſures, 
tl.erefore combination or conſociation of 
_ Churches is uſcful and needful in the a- 
foreſaid caſes, as alſo in caſe of a particu- 


lar 
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lar Churches inſufficiency ro tranſa&t her 
own buſineſs, in caſe of buſineſs of com. 
mon concernment to more Churches then 


one, incaſe of an incompetent particular 


Elderſhip, cf appellation, of preſumed 
mal-adminiſtration, of diviſions in a par- 
ticular Church, of differences between 
Churches,of ſpreading Hereſies indanger- 
ing Truth 8 Peace,deciſion of hard queit- 
10ns, direCtion in hard caſes, or the like w. 
Queſt. x 8. Doth the Scripture war- 
rant the uſe and ſubordination of Con- 
gregational, Claſſical, Provincial, Nas 
tional, and Oecumenical Aſſemblies ? 
Anf. Yes, it doth. For 1. of Congre- 
gational Aſſemblies no queſtion is made. 
2. The proving of the Church of Feruſa- 
lem to conhilt of nnore Congregations 
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then one, and their Elders queſtionleſs 


convening for As. of government of 
thoſe Congregations, doth alſo prove the 
warrantableneſs of- a Claſſical Aſſembly. 
3. There being warrant ſufficient for 
combination of Churches, and the Scrip- 
ture nat limiting it to ſuch or ſuch limits, 
beyond which it may not exceed, .doth 


ſufficiently warrant the greater combina- 


tions, as occalion may require them, and 
they may with conveniency be had ; the 
| D3 Scrip- 
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Scripture doth not determine thoſe cafes 

jr which a Church may call neighboring 

Churches together for advice, nor with 
how- many Charches, or with what 
Ctinrches ſhe ſhonld advife, nor in what 
cafes neighbor Churches may call an of- 
fefiding Chnrch to account, or how oft 
they mit do it, nor when they tay law- 
fally non-communion a Sifter-Charch; 

nor doth the Scripture limit the number 
of Etders,as three,four,five,ſix,&c. which 
each. Congregation muſt have, and net- 
ther more no: oh nor doth it bound a 
Co ational Charch, ſaying, it: muſt 
conf of one hundred, Go tes hun- 
dred, five or fix hundred, or a thouſand, 
two, three, or more thouſands, nor that 

the bounds of the habitation of its mem- 
bers ſhould be two, three, four, ten, 
twenty miles ; but theſe things are left to 
prudence, according to the general rules 
of the Word. 4. How much the greater 
diſtance there is between Churches, ſo 
much the lefs needs the viſible communi- 
on thereof to be, becauſe danger of ſcan- 
dal and infeRion , and opportunity of 
mutual edification is leſs or more, accord- 
ng as the diſtance of place is greater or 
lets, and this occaſions and jultifles the 
Od Ro go Ol 7 more 
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more ltriF, ordinary, viſible, Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Communion of the Congregations 
- within a Claſlis, then within a Province, 
within a Nation then in all che World. 
5+. Gad requires no farther affociation 
' then hegives apportunity to, as in caſe a 
particular perſon have not opportunity 
of joyning to any Congregation, or 2 par- 
ticular Congregation have no neighbors 
to aſſociate with,thar is ſupreamEcclzſia- 
ſticalAuthority to us, which is the higheſt 
we can get pro hic et nunc, if God by 
his providence ſhut the door of hizher 
Appeals that we cannot aſcend above a 
| National or a Provincial Aſſembly, or a- 
bove a particular Church ; and this is 
true allo in ſome neceſſary caſes, that fu- 
pream civil power may be exerciſed in 
| one Afcmbly, yea in one Family ; the 
fame thing may be ſaid of che Jewiih 
| Synagogues in Heathen Countries, thar 
they were independent, when they cond 
nat have the benefit of ſuperior padicato- 
ries, though they were nothing (0 in [#- 
dea, where they might haye that benefit. 
6. In the Jewiſh Church were ſeyeral 
diſtia&t Presbyceries or Conyentions of 
Eiders, as to- another, and 
as the ward Preſbytery is tranſlated to 

| D 4 the 
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# 1 Tim.4 the Chriſtian Church [x], ſo that ſub- 
14: ordination of Presbyteries was not cere- 
monial, nor typical, nor a temple-ordti- 

nance, but grounded on Reaſon, and the 

light of nature, as appears by 7ethro's 

y Exod.18 ive to Moſes|[ y |, and by the conſent 
2 of all Nations warrantably moulding civil 

© CE YN of I 

Government in ſuch a ſr'>ordination; and 

God hath not. commanded men to lay a- 

fide their reaſon, nor hath he prohibited 

ſuch ſubordination,but commanded it ra- 

ther, Mat.18, For 1. Chriſt ſpeaks of a 

Church then extant, which could be no 0- 

ther then the) ewiſhChurch;(no Chriſtian 

Church being then founded,) with ſubor- 
dinateJudicatories &appeals,and therefore 

mult needs be underſtood by Þ" rel! che 
Church, | to command appeals from the 
Synagogue to the Sazhedrim, while the 
Jewiſh Charch, and che Government 
thereof, ſtood undiflolved. 2. There is no 
appearance in the words there, or elſe- 
where, that Chriſt appointed that the 
Chriſtian Churches Government ſhould 

be moulded after another manner then 

the Jewiſh, in matters' of moral Equity. 

3. Snbordination of a particular perſon 
offending to a particular Church , doth 

by alike reaſon prove the —— 

0 
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of a Church to greater Aſſemblies, becauſe 
the grounds, reaſons and ends of 1ubordi- 
nation are the ſame in both. 4. The El- 
ders and Governers are in Scripture fre- 
quently called by the name of Rahal, and 
by the Septuagint Eccleſia,” or Church , 
[4 ], and ſometimes the word Rahal, or 6 bo 
Church is tranſlated by the 70. [7 the Sy- Lev 4.14 
nedrion || b ]; and therefore the Apoſtles with x5. 
might well underſtan4 our Saviour, by * CO 
Church, to mean the Elders, and not the 13...» of 
whole Congregation, eſpecially he ſpeak- \,,;.8. 
ing of judical proceedings: when the El bProv. 26. 
ders came alone to the Church-meeting, 26. 
then but one trumpet ſounded; bur if both 
trumpets ſounded, then both Elders and 
people met together in one Aﬀembly ['c]. © — 
They that interpret the word | Church] *? 
of Elders and brethren of a particular * 
Congregation, are deſired to ſhew where 
Elders and Brethren , withour women 
and children,'are called a Church. 7. If 
there be an univerſal viſible Church, and | 
Apoſtles, Teachers, Governments ['4 ]be © * gs 
ſeared, primarily in it, and the whole is TY 
not ſubject to a part, but the part to the 
whole, then the neerer any Aſſembly of 
Churches combined comes to the univer- 
ſal viſible Church, the more authority it 
_ 
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"ml is inveſted withall; and a general Councel 


is of more authority then a national, and a 
national then a provincial, 

| Queſt. 19, /t 4 granted that the 
Scripture dath Warr ant eleftive occaſi- 
onal Synods, ſuch as that was, As 15. 
but doth it mention or Warrant ſet,ſftated, 
Synodical Aſſemblies to meet monethly 
or yearly ? 

" efnſw. This is but.a circumſtance of 
time,which followeth neceſſarily the ſab- 
Nance of the things ; if Synods (it, they 
. muſt fit in ſome time, but what time or 
times they ſhould fit doth depend upon 
circumſtances, and as the Church buſineſs 
requireth ; the Scripture mentions not a- 
ny Rated Eccleſiaſtical meeting for Go- 
yernment Synodical or Congregational, 
that they (hould meet weekly, monethly, 
&c. nor any ſet Church-meetings (except 
the Lords day) for preaching, heariag, 
_ faſting, prayer, thankſgiving, conference; 


yet the Church may,upon accalion,order 


weekly or monthly Congregational meet- 
ings, according to the general Rules of 


Gods Word; the fame may be ſaid of Sy- 


nadical Aſſ-mblies. 2. There is no ſuck 
material ditzreace between [tanding Sy- 
nods, and occaſional, neither in point of 

| | lawtul- 
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lawfulnefs nor power, both {for ought 
| weknow) may beof like div aut 
rity : Triennial ſtanding Parhaments may 
. be as lawful and authoritar ve as occyfi- 
onal Parliaments. 3. Tnere may be 
| ftanding Conrts at Weſtminſter, thouzh 
differences and fairs in Law þe occafion- 
al; anda ſtanding Colledg of Phyfitians, 
though difeaſes be occaſional. 2. As to 
eleAivenels; 1. It is contrary to Reaſon 
and Scripture, that an erroneous and of- 
fending Congregation ſhall chooſe their 
own Judges, ſeeing it is probable they 
will either chooſe none at all, or ſuch as 
, they know, before kand, are likely to be 
of their Judgment. 2. If thoſe that are 
in the right ſhould chooſe the Synod, yet 
ſtill the queſtion will b-, who are in- the 
right ? for of difſentinz parties both pre- 
tend to it,and neither will confeſs they are 
in the wrong. 3. Ita thing ts agreed on, 
that all che Chuiches m a Province, being 
oft.aded at a ParticularCongregation, may 
call thar {ingic Congregation to account ; 
yea all the Charches in a Nation may call 
one or more Congregations to account, 
that they ray convent and call before 
them any perfon within their bounds, 
whom the Ecclefiaſtical batac:s i 
or them 
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them doth concern, may examine, admo- 
niſh,and in caſe of obſtinacy declare them 
to be ſubverters of the faith;may give ad- 
vice to the Magiſtrate, in matters of Reli- 
gion, determine Controverſies of Faith; 
and their determinations are to be recei- 
yed with great honor, and conſcientious 
reſpet, and obligation as from Chriſt : 
and if an offending Church refuſe to ſub- 
mit to their determinations, they may 
withdraw from them , and deny them 
Church-Communion, which ſentence of 
non-Communion may be ratified and 
backed with the authority of the Magi- 
ſtrate; and therefore Synodical determina- 
tions may oblige thoſe Churches which 
did not chooſe them, nor make any refer- 

ence to them. 

_ Queſt. 20. But they cannot judg d4u- 

tharutatively, nor excommunicate one or 

mare offending Churches, they may only 

Withdraw Commnnion from them ; for. 
if a natioual Synod ſhould exerciſe Furiſ- 

diction, then every member of it Woull 
be a national Officer, and have relation 

of Elders to all and every the Charches 

within 4 Nation ; and why are they not 

to preach to all the Churches, as well as 

to rulc over them,and to feed by doltrine, 
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as well as by diſcipline ? 

Anſw. Asto the point of non-Com- 
munion of Churches or perſons, we ſay, 
1. If a Synod of Churches can proceed 
no further, but to non-Communion an 
offending Church, then the Synod hath in 
this no more power over a particular 
Church, or a particular perſen, the-one 
brother hath over another brother, yea 
over a whole Church; for { they ſay ) that 
a brother may admoniſh, dedare, and 
withdraw Communion. 2. Separated 
Churches of Independents, Browniſts, 
Anabaptiſts, 8c. count non- Communion 
no puniſhment to themſelves, bur a pri- 
viledg ; or,if it be a cenſure,ir is no other 
then they inflit on all the Churches in 
the world befides. 3. It is not ſuitable 
to the wiſdom of Jeſus Chriſt to apply 
the ſtrongeſt remedy for the weakeſt and 
leaſt dangerous diſcaſe, v3z. the caſe of 
' an offending brother;and the weakeſt re- 
medy to the molt dangerous diſcafe, viz. 
the caſe of an offending Church, - - 

2. Excommunication of Churches by 
Synods 1s- a thing not known in the re- 
formed Churches , but only of ſome par- 
ticular perſons 1n thoſe Churches whuch 
are moſt eminently guilty ; the meeting 

| at 
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at Jeruſalem cvured the falſe Texchers 
e Ads 15. -at Antioch [ 6], not the Chinch of Anzti- 
och : As when a Prince or Stite makes a 
a Law againſt Rebels or Traytors to pu- | 
niſh them with \death ; in cale an Army 
of ſuch Rebels or Traytors, or a whole 
"Province rebels, this multixnde doth nor 
excuſe any one perſon of them from being 
obnoxious to that Law, or the penalty of 
it ; yet it may be'a reaſon why ſuch a 
"Princeof State ſhould-nat, in'predence, 
execute that rigor of the Law upon evety 
pttion of them, but upon ſome priricipal 
off-tifers ; yet is that whole Province 
or Ariny of Rebels ſubordinate to that 

Prince or Stare, and the Laws thereof. 
3. It followeth not, thatF# a Paſtor be 
2 *Member cf an authoritative national 
Aiſerably, that thenjhe a national Pa. 
{tor, and ſhouli preach to every Congre- 
gation oyer Which he rules. For 1. As 
Kanighrs and Burgeſles m Parhament ate 
not cach of them ſeverally and fingly 
Kingdom Officers, though in 'that body 
they do may authoritative ads relating 
to the whole Kingdom; and Colonds in 
a Counccl of War may order the whole 
Army, and yet not be each of 'them a ge- 
| neral Ofticer ; fo it is an ty 
ang. 
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and unjuſt-ſperch to ſay that every Mems 
ber of an anthoritatrve Uationad Aechbly 
is a national Church Officer. 2. As a 
Colonel doth not ſingly and feverally gg- 
vernthe whole Army, {bur joyntly with 
others in a Councel of War; ) and there« 
fore cannot be expedted to lead np or 
train every Regiment ; ſoa Paſtor, who 
is a Member of a national Afembly, dorh 
not /epa7xti9 govern all the Charches i 
a Nation, but joyntly with others, ner 

therefore it cannot be concluded thar he 
ſhonld feparatin feed them. $3. All that 

canbe concluded is this, that he ſhould 

feed them by dotrme, as well as by di- 
feipline, and fo he doth ; he with the reſt 
doth putforth dofrmal power to brity 

tight to the Churches, as isacknowledg 
they may and onght upon occaſton ; and 
why then may they nor feed by difciptine, 
as wdl as by dodtrine? why may they not 
admoniſh offenders? And if they may, 

and this admonition be a cenſure, vv 
may they not proceed to other aRts vo! 
cenſure ? 

- 4+ Elders receive their power for the 
whole Church of Chriſt upon earth, and 
chongh the ordmary exerciſe of 'their 
power be confined to their OVER 

r 
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,adminiſter the Sacraments, or rule 
mM any Congregation, or do one of chele, 
and not the other, where their call, and 
the neceflity of the Church requireth the 
one,and not the other. | | 

| Queſt 21. But can you ſhew that El- 
ders may 1ut forth any att of power and 
authority over other Churches ? 
» Anſw. Yes; but 1. itis acknowledged 


fBurroughs by Mr Burroughs [f ] and (as be faith) 


Iremcon. 


by other Congregational men alſo, not 
only that Synods.are the Ordinances of 
God, bur alto that the Elders thereof are 
to be looked upon as the Officers of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when they do ſuch Synodical as 
as they may do in relation to. many Con- 
gregations. 2. A Miniſter may admi- 
niſter the Sacrament, as a Miniſter ( for 
as agifted man he cannot adminiſter it,) 
to a Member of another Church; and if to 
one, then to two,three;ſix,twelve,twen- 
ty,&c. which (ir may be) are the whole 
Congregation , and that by vertue of 
Communion of Churches, ' and therefore 


they are ſtill conſidered as of diſtin& 


Churches, for Communion mult be be. 
twixt two at the leaſt, as Congregational 


'men aflert ;, and zf it be lawful to do it 


once, 


lar change, yet; baving a call, they may | 


- 


| 


” 
Lo 
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once; it'is not unlawfal 10 do ir.twice, 
thrice, or as often as the ſame call and 6c- 


caſiorr requires it ; and if he may'dy it 


when Members of other Churches come 


to him, he may as well do it when he gde 
to them, unleſs the place, of his, or theit 
gong or coming to the place do alter the 
caſe, which is no whit probable ; and if 
a Miniſter may a& miniſterially' to the 
Members of one other Church, why not 
of two, three, or- more Chntches ; ' when 
they are together may not 'the Minifter of 
any of thoſe Churches adminiſter the Sa- 
crament to-a of thern? K he may, why 


may not all the Mmmniſters of the faid-Chur- 


thes joyri together in that Adminiſtrati- 


_ on? If no,which Elders are to be (uſpen- 


ded? And if Elders may joyn together in 
4&ing miniſterially in point of the Sacra- 
ment to divers Congregations, why not 
in point of cenſures > Where doth the 
Scripture require the one and not the o- 
ther > how comes+ie one to overthrow 
the relation of Elders and people, and not 
the other:37 i-hicrs of Aſea 15 comimend- 
ed to the {everal Churches of Epheſus 
and Coloſs, not only as a beloved bro- 
ther, a gifted brother, butas a fairhfol 
AMinifter | g], 8 to them; wy 
| | 


g E pheſ.s 
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| did-Paxl ſend a Miniſter, and commend 
him'to them as a faithful Miniſter, if he - 


Might.not exerciſe miniſterial aRts in ei- 
ther or both theſe Churches. 4. If an 
Elder, ' in no caſe, have authority in ano- 
ther Church; then, if he preach there by 
vertueof office, baprize,ordain,adminiſter 


the Supper,or the like, thoſe aRs ate-ako- 


gether null and void, as if they bad never 
bin , and perſors ſo baptized or ordained 
ought to be re-baptized and re-ordained; 
for if a Major of one Corporation do the 


\ .aRof his authority ont of his limits in a- 


-nother Corporation, the a& is void 1n 
Law & Reajon ;but Congregational men 
wilnot aſſert,that Baptiſm,by a Miniſter 
of another Congregation, is void and null, 
Queſt 22. But thoſe that diſſent 1m 
theſe particul.rs are good and gracious 
-men,axd their way ſeems to be purer then 
orter ways; ard therefore I would not 


hate any one 10 oppoſe 1heſe men ; for if 
the Wark be of God, it will ftand; if «f 


-20, it Wil Conte to ought, 

Auſw. 1.The 4nabaptifts in Germany, 
yea the f:xtt broachers,and;chiet Propoga- 
tors of ancient and modern Herefies and 
' Errors, were reputed godly men :'The 
 Hereticks and Scftarics of New-Eng 
| f | lana 


> —— 


the Lord, : and they. murmured agaialt: 


Preſbyterial Government. Fx 


lar1did ſeem veryhaly,hamndle, ſpiritual 
Chriſtians, full of Chriſt; denying them- 

ſelves far; they could ſpeak excelleatly, 

and pray with ſoul-raviſhinz expreſſi2ns 

and affeFions, and yet notwithſtanding 

they wete ſeverely cenſured , ſome? dif; 
franchiſed others fined,l othersbaniſhed, £ M. » {ds 
by our Independent brethren theref” g}]. s 75 - hb 
2. Wecannot be aſſured that other men ,,;.*,c* 


are truly godly and gracious ; they may 1c Riſe 


' be Hypocrites, (as the Pariſces (the word raign, &c; 


may figaifie Separatiſts) of che rice 


| Se& amongſt-the Jews -werz,) though 
we miy not without good gcound think 
| ſoof them :' Corah,Dathanand Abiran x 
| Which took meza and ſeparated them in- y Ny 4.5 
| toadiſtin& Congregntionf þ), and plea- 5,15. 
| ded for power and liberty Ui), and que- Pſut.106, 
\ Ntionleſs profir too, (for 1 

work might be taken from-them,” why 


7p, 26" 1974 
che: Prieſts: iN 


not their. Tythesand wages, ) ſaying, all: * 
the Congregation is holy; every one of 
them:you Elders,taks too much upon you, 
and that eyery min might excerciſe the 4 verſe 10 


| faaRion of the Prieſts ['4,4, were elteem- - 


edby all the Caucch to be .the people of 
Moſes and Aaron for oppaſing. them { verle 41, 
[/]; yea:250, Princes of che Al:maly, a 

$220 2 "0 
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t Governors, - which 
yere religionſly 'affeA , | yea famous 172 

w verſe 2. the Charch, men of renoWn,gdid j6y1 anto 
theni[ #]; foriyelt did they efteem of 
phemas,Hererroks, fundatriencallyerroni- 

_ . gs; nor groſſly vietous m atiy Kind; and 
«(5 yaAtheSprrit of God calls rhetn wicked 
"Gals, men {=}, betanſs of their! Sehiſm, a 
20, work of the ficſhif's ], ſhewjog ments 

p x Cor.z. becarnal[] p], the original back ir,ceftleſs 
___ 1:2-andturbulent menzthe Greek hath i, hard 
men, and the Lord did exeente his wrath 

9 Num. 16 on them, and on the Congregation, for 
32,44,45, their ſakes\q þ; and this inſtances rhe 
46,47- more pertinent; becauſe the gain ſaying 
of Corah ig a finof the New Teſtament, 


r Jud.v.zx 


ſtion is not who'are good men, (though, 


— —_ —— —— ——— 


PR well as of the Old [r]) d- Y.' The que- | 


if iewere, there are mulcitudes of good | 


men -againlſt theit yway,' for- one or a few 
for ir,) but what is good and. acceptable 


in the fight of the Lord : For :x. They | 
were" as good wtfd' gracious men when | 
they were Presbyterians,(as —_—_—_ 


yea when they were conformable to Bi- 


ſhops Canons , / (as leading mer about | 


London weete,) as" now they ares yer fo 


far as mien can juklte, they were thet more = 


holy, 


n ——<Oa- —— ——— — ——— ———— 
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—@ _y ﬀ li... Ae. Fad, 


| holy,humble,heavenly,charirably aff-Qed, 


- —_— -_ - —C_._ 


tmore mortified to the world then now z 
and they are not the'becter,, if they be not 
the worſe for ladepcadeney.. 2. A good 
man m4y ator Saran, arid not diſcern it 
[]; M 4rchenan holy tnind'd hold & 


broach helliſh opinions. 3.The temptation 


ties in this, when Angels from Heaven, 
men of ſingatar parts and piety, preach s- 
iter derizas fs |; Sic, which eobld 


catch godly me in the ſnare cf Hereſie & : 
Schifin, (ri6t wicked mer, whom he hath 


Lal 
- 


” 


s Mat.6, 
23, 
! Gal 1-83, 
z Cor.rt, 


I5, 


faſt  engugh ir the ſtocks by the other 


-foot, } nuft make uſe of fuch as are:re> 


puted good: A drunkenloofe Miniſter can 


never lexd'a pious people mw etror, ' 

- 4i A646 the ſeeming purity of ther 
way, wekrow,that the Word of Godis 
the rule of purity ; whatſoever comes 
(Hort,ot' gges beyongd,-It is impurity ; vo- 
liztary puricy is as bad as voluntary hit 
mility £ the Phariſcey ſeemed to be 18s 

1rer way, and more aftaid of pollation 
by ſinners, and mote 26aloug'in gbſervati< 
on of the Sabbath, theirs Fefus Chriſt hitn- 


ſd: Popery-came up'under pretence of: 


urity , piety, chaltify/ ahd charity 3 'if 
they carprove their way byGods Word, 
ther it is pure, if they cannot, it is impure. 
OY: E 3 | 5 AS 
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-5. As for oppoliag them ; ' both Ma- 
» Jud. v.z giſtrates, Miniſters, and others, are bound 
R by [t r5contend in their places for the faith de- 
. Joh -*:> livered to the Saints ["'»], and to oppoſe 
It. Gal, x falſe teachers [[w] , waich ar? ravening - 
75,8.D-ar. an4,grievons wolves fx], which do 
13:6,7,8 leaveq .and troable the Church [' 7], 
Rom 13,4 and ( as experience of this and former 
x M uth 7. | 
5 A8.20 293 ſhews in Germany, New England, 
29 and in this Kinzdom,) diſturb .the civil 
J AR. x5, Peace, ATP: 

24 Gal.5 6,Though Herelie and Schiſm be works 
» 947,12 of the fleſh, and not from the God of 
Truth and Peace, yet they may. ſtand a 
while, as Anabapts({m did in 'Germany, 
yea a great. while, (though I hops they 
(hill not ), as Arrianiſm, Pelagianjſm,and 
Papery have done, and the true way may 

, be {uppreſied. #756 TY? 1# 

7. It Indzpzndency,or Ambaptiſm,&c. 
bz either Hereſie, or Sgqhiſm; or co.urary 
to ſound do&rine, we are bound by Co-. 
vent (let who will expound it) to extir- 
pate then, or atlealt each in our places to 
endeavor to the utmaſt the extirpation of 
them. The knowa ſenſe of the Scottiſh 
Nation, which framed the Coyenant, and 
fac whoſe (atisfaHion the Covenant was 
taken, dath include Independency mn 

Ny pe . r 


* Wb <-> 


Preſbyterial Government. 


ITY WI" is. - aih4. — 


the name of Schiſm, or at leaſt under 
. thoſe words,Contrary to ſound doftine; 
and the Evgliſh could not but know this 
to be their ſence of it, and yer did not 
(that we know of) proteſt againſt it, or 
explane themſclves otherwiſe at the fiſt 


taking of the Covenant , if they' have 
done it fithence ; and that Independency” 


3s covenanted againft, is further clear by 
the Parliaments publiſhing Ordinances 
for a Presbyterial Government ( which 
are ridiculous and null if any one that 
will may plead exemprion from it) by the 
Miniſters of Zondon and othicr places, ſo 
expreſſing the ſence of it ; ard by the In- 
dependents themfelves,which nc w gene- 
rally renounce or refuſe the Covenant, be- 
ing conſcious it neither 1s,nor can be ( ex- 
| cept it be madea noſe of wax) conſiltent 

with their Church- way. 20J 

8. It may as well be ſaid of Prelacy 
and Malignancy, as of .Independency, 
that, it they be of God, they will and, 


and if not, they will come to nought ;; 
therefore we ought-to refrain from them, - 
and letthem alone, &not oppoſe them;for 


queſtionles many of them truly fearedGod 

Quelt. 23. What is the difference be- 
in cen Prelatical, Preſbyterial, ana In- 
GE 'B 4:-. deperacnt 
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drppudent G overnment ? 
Anſ». Thoſe three Governments & 
fomewhat reſemþplke Monarehical; Ariſto- 
czatiey , and Dzmanacratical Goyern- 
Meats; The firſt af power iS 
chiefly: coone Minijter in a Dioceſs : 
ht gives the power only or chicfly to - 
le, #3 the Brownilts do, for . 
bold, that the people have a Negative 
Voyce, and may diſanul the afts of the 
a wg ah not-oaly 5 fatto, (as whan 
the Kingdom will not withdraw from 
one "that. is juſtly and judcjally:: one 
lawed), but a fore, that che ſentence _ 
cull and voyd init ſelf ; but the: Br 
tery, according to them, hath not a 
gative Voyce, nor can diſanul/ the att of 
the people-in EleRion of - an Officer; de- 
paling of him, &:c. The middle is the 
right mid way between the other ex- 
treams, conſilting,ot Miniſters-and other 
Rulers and Goyernors, which are choſen 
by, and do repreſent the people, as the 
Common Councel do repreſent the City 
of: London, and:the Houſe of Commons 
the Commons of England; and placing 
the Government, not wholy i in the Mini- 
niftry, ner in che.body of: the people, but 
in Miniltets and __— How.the Presby- 


terian 


| \ 
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way; miy in” ſome- meaſure ' appears 
what hach' ben” ſatd? Naw* TY 
fromthe Ptelitical thass The MATES 


natne commbrttoElders,) he*challen ved. 
JarifdiRttbir * above © his , Fallow-Maai: 
{ters © to?- bong! to hint (as a -mith* 
of *ar* highibr rank: ; challenged that 'rg 
on? - thir - doth* belong - to a-. Cbl- 
leg, did not (affdciate Congrepations, 
bur fubjugzre them ro- him, and himſelf 
would be ſ{ubje&tto no Pregh ytery ; he 
made the-Cathztraly or Mother Charctr, 
ſuperiorin*powet to the-reſt: bur the 
Presbyreriari way4s a focial'Way; as be- 
teween friends; confeterates;” Crckbren: 
where all juds, and-all' are judged ;” all 
things - dons communi ' ' Preſbyzerorum 
confilio; whereno' Congregation or Mi- 
niſter-is above -another Congregrtion or 
Miniſter, thou-zhr che major part of them 
aſſociated (as of congregational mem- 
bers, though equal one to another) are a- 
bove the minor parc ; where every El- 
der isleft to enjoy the office of an Elder, 
and every Congregation the freedom of a 
Congregation, in what belongs to them, 


thei way differs from! the "Indep = 


and chey __ to " The? Prelates 


bo 
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Eogupations t were une ales 2 
d not conſent unto it;nor ſend commiſ= 


19ners to aſſiſt or concur in it; but Claſſes 


 aNg.Sypogs are apgrepates mage up out of * ., 
_ their Mutual afſeciarions i 
"in, matters of co nh Cconcernment . 


arions into one, and do 
Qirengrhen and help particular Congrega- 
tions, walking according to rule ; and re- 
but arleavened With Efror and variance. 
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- duce ſuch as walknot in truth and peace, 


; The Prelates urged Subſcription , Cere- 
monies, had their, Chancellors, Commil- 
aries, Surrogates, &c. their Courts were 


ave; oppreſſive, by exaction 
y.promoted Tyranny, Pope- 
ry,Arbitrary Government ; ſuffered idle, 
ignorant, profane; Popiſh, Arminian, So- 
cinian Miniſters, which the Presbyterian 
Government, where itis in full firength 
(as in Sca1/ard) doth not. 
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pewer was altogether extrinſecal ro theſe 

congregations that were under it ; they 
did not conſent unto it,nor ſend commiſ- 
ſfioners to aſſiſt or concur in it; but Claſles 
and Synods are aggregates made up out of 
their mutual aſſociations into one, and do 
in matters of common concernment 
ſtrengthen and help particular Congrega- 
tions, walking according to rule ; and re- 


\ duce ſuch as walk not in truth and peace, 


but are leavened with Error and variance. 
The Prelates urged Subſcription , Cere- 
monies, had their Chancellors, Commil- 
ſaries, Surrogates, &c. their Courts were 
remote from .many of the people ; they 
were expenfive, oppreſſive, by exation 
of fees ; they promoted Tyranny, Pope- 
ry,Arbitrary Government ſuffered idle, 
ignorart, profane, Popiſh, Arminian, So- 
cinian Miniſters, which the Presbyterian 
Government, where it is in full ſtrength 
(as in Sc1/and)) doth not. 


